The aim of this experiment was to determine if VFA absorption in the rumen varies when the animal is underfed. The ability of the rumen to absorb the same quantity of VFA with animals previously fed 2 levels of intake was tested.
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The aim of this experiment was to determine if VFA absorption in the rumen varies when the animal is underfed. The ability of the rumen to absorb the same quantity of VFA with animals previously fed 2 levels of intake was tested.
Two sheep weighing 65 and 69 kg, fitted with a large rumen cannula (7.5 cm) and an abomasal cannula, were used in this experiment and were fed a meadow hay. The experiment comprised 2 weeks of adaptation to the hay and 2 measurement periods P1 and P2 of 4 weeks each. During P1 and P2 animals received maintenance (level 1 ) and half maintenance (level 0.5) energy and nitrogen requirements, respectively. Absorption was measured once or twice a week during P1 and at the end of P2 (total 12 trials) as described by Gabel and Martens (1986 
